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Short press blurbs: 

1) Highly spirited, powerfully animated and dedicated to detonate great energy whenever she performs, Theaker von Ziarno is an aerial enchantress from the isolated North West of Australia. She animates the static trapeze, aerial silks and hoop to take you on a journey into the landscapes of the heart and beyond……

2) Enchantress of the Trapeze, Theaker von Ziarno is divinely determined to captivate your heart and make it beat loud, strong and fast! 

3) Direct from the isolated outback of the north west of Western Australia, Theaker von Ziarno is a storyteller who uses aerial arts to captivate your imagination and inspire your soul. 

4) A seasoned aerialist who performs three solo aerial shows on the International festival circuits, Theaker von Ziarno asks audiences to prepare for the thrill of dare devil aerials with passion! 

5) Prepare for the thrill of dare devil aerials with passion! 

6) Watch out for the new breed on the streets! International Aerialist and 'rigger chick' Theaker von Ziarno is insanely solo and divinely determined to re enchant the every day. Take heart…. she performs breathtaking stunts high in the air on aerial silks and static trapeze. 




Long Biography: 

A proud Antipode, Theaker Von Ziarno lives in the northwest region of the Gascoyne in Australia and loves the contrast of her isolated desert base when touring the world. 

Performing at hundreds of festivals throughout the world, Von Ziarno has contracted international, community and corporate sectors as an aerialist, director and rigger.

She’s an accomplished teacher and producer of art, circus and festival events. A passionate creative producer and artistic director of hundreds of hare-brained and audacious festivals in crazy, but always beautiful locations; some in extremely remote world heritage marine parks, others in ancient desert country where few people have walked, and some in industrial wastelands.  In any location Von Ziarno always features brave performance by local and international acts. 

She considers herself to be a ‘Midwife’ to the Arts and has nurtured a diverse array of people into their chosen creative fields’. 

As the instigator, producer and director of 'Gascoyne in May' a month of festivals in - you guessed it May! But what she really loves - is performing and is the pioneer of International Aerial Street Performance since 2001. 

Von Ziarno strengths include, static trapeze, aerial silks, and aerial hoop, fire performance, acts development, direction and installation performance. 

As a seasoned aerialist who performs three solo shows on the International festival circuits, Von Ziarno asks audiences to prepare for the thrill of dare devil aerials with passion. 

Interview: Q&A Aerial Performer Theaker von Ziarno
1. Where do you come from originally?
I was born in the Bay of Plenty in the North Island of New Zealand – in a town called Te Puke (Tee-puk-ee). I grew up near an active volcano called ‘White Island’ and remember things like my father taking his sea kayak out to fish at night and I’d have to light a fire on the beach so he knew where to paddle back too! I’m the seventh child of a family of fourteen children and I moved to Australia when I was eight years old and am now based in the isolated region of the Gascoyne in the North West of Western Australia. 
2. How did you get into aerial performance? 
When I was a child l loved to climb trees and swing of monkey bars and clotheslines. As a teenager I was an artist in earnest, a sculptor and performance artist. I would produce epic promenade performance events in industrial wastelands and suspend by body in relation to architecture for hours at a time; not very entertaining! After this I committed to a course in 'rigging' and started training as an aerialist. This was my first introduction to performance as entertainment. It quickly became a passion over taking my life as an academic artist.
I think that aerial performance is a powerful way to focus ones’ self. The fact that it’s mental, emotional and physical means you have to be centred in yourself, you have to be focused and you have to understand your strengths and weaknesses; certainly no space for delusions! For me, it’s moving meditation and a way to bring positive energy to the world.
It is also important for me to reinforce a collective mentality that knows how to navigate ‘danger’ safely: To reinforce a ‘live with care, don’t live in fear’ mentality. This was one of the many reasons I developed my aerial street shows. 
3. You say that you are a “Street Performer”. Can you explain the genre and why you like it? 
After so many years of ‘studying’ art in institutions I observed that people who most needed to see ‘art’ did not go to art galleries or to theatres. I loved how accessible circus art was to a great cross section of people- and promptly identified a combination of circus and street performance as an important and effect means of engaging an incidental audience- of re inventing common and every day places; I aspired to make magic on the street. Street performance transforms the ‘everyday’ into something special, something more inspired than the day-to-day grind. The power of street performance to bond an audience into a community drives me and makes me feel honoured to be part of a very old international tradition. Street performance is self regulating, peer monitored and peers mentored and there is no substitute for ‘doing the time’ performing out in the parks, piazzas and streets of the world. You certainly cannot learn this in a university.
4. Where did you study? 
I did my under graduate studies at Queensland Collage of Art and Griffith University in Brisbane, Queensland Australia and did post Graduate studies at the University of Western Australia in Perth. Aerially I have trained and continue to train with professionals all over the world. Opportunities to learn are always a privilege so I try to embrace them as often as my work life permits. I also train rope rescue with emergency services in Western Australia. 
5. Tell me a little about your performance, what’s included and some of the highlights. 

‘Minerva’ - ‘and is about a ‘Time Travelling Aerial Muse’. It’s about courage; it’s about endurance and navigating risk to get to better places in location but also in life. This show was inspired by the one way journeys of so many people in the world. The people who choose to leave everything they know and travel to a place that is new to them. My ancestors left Bohemia, left European culture to sail to New Zealand. When they arrived on the banks of the river Puhoi in the late 1800’s their entire world was redefined. Their only possessions were what they had packed in their luggage and this was not tools and supplies, they were family trinkets, town clothes and so on. It’s because of them that I am an antipode.  This show pays homage to all those who have taken great risk, made great sacrifice so that future generations can have a better life. 

Featured in my show are aerial skills, static trapeze and a few other surprised. My aerial space transforms from contemporary ‘air space’- travels back in time to become a square sail ship, descends to ‘Davey Jones’ locker’ and a ship’s graveyard then ascends via  a rescue helicopter, a cityscape and a space ship!  I feel it will have something to engage everyone.  I certainly feel passionate about performing it. 
‘Arty Ms’ is about a ‘girl’ who emerges from a pod and falls from the sky into a world she must fight to understand. It is my first aerial show and is about the exploration of life and the need to assert positive energy in, at times negative places. A perfect attitude when one is a street performer! 

‘Nebula’ is an explosive celebration of being. Transforming energy into Joy. Fast, Fun and Electric! It’s a celebration of our cosmic origins, a celebration of life and the potential we all have in this life. 
For any more questions please contact Theaker directly on: info@artyms.com 


What people say about Theaker von Ziarno’s performances
Brendan Coleman  Artistic Director Fremantle Street Arts Festivals. 'Theaker's world class aerial show is unique, breathtaking and beautiful'
Andrew Brassington Director of Taste of Tasmania Festival "Theaker’s show is one of a kind - It creates that special effect you are after for an event."
Rebecca Millar Artistic Director Zest Festival Kalbarri, Australia ‘Humanity has always looked to the heavens for divinity, guidance and awe add Theaker as the aerial storyteller and you’ll touch peoples core.’   
Bernard M. Snyder, Artistic Director La Ghironda, Martina Franca, Italy."Spectators were spellbound by her breathtaking performances, people are still talking about ' the incredible Trapeze girl from Australia' all over town". 

Felicity Bott, Artistic Director of Buzz Dance Company Perth Western Australia.
 “Aerial performance that transcends physically." 

Testimonials
 “I admire Theaker as an artist, an artist who one can compare with anyone else in the world. Indeed, I am English, and over many years I worked with circus artists there, and to be honest, none of them matched Theaker’s strength, skill or approach to safe work. She is someone who always works in a thoroughly professional manner, being punctual, efficient and generous. Her attention to detail and safety is exceptional.
I recommend her to you in the strongest terms.” 
Professor Jane Davidson (Producer and artistic director of more than 35 professional dance, multi-media and operatic performances)
 'Theaker is beyond wonderful, both personally and professionally. I, we would not hesitate to employ her again and count it a privilege to have met her and see her talent. The show goers gave her high accolades throughout the day.’ 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Helen O'Brien'. harteire@optusnet.com.au, Armadale Australia. 

"My family and I had the good luck to watch Artyms perform her aerial street show at the Edinburgh fringe a while back; under very difficult circumstances she performed with jaw dropping grace, strength, skill, and not a little bravery. We were inspired as well as entertained. Living in Edinburgh we see a lot of street performers /theatre but Artyms stands out as a highlight if you get the chance go and see for yourself" Cameron Stewart, Edinburgh Scotland, cameron@willow-anne.co.uk
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