Theaker von Ziarno 


Von Ziarno pioneered aerial street performance, being the first solo aerial street performer in the world to build her rig as part of the performance and has staged ten independent European tours with shows, Arty Ms and Minerva; performing at Glastonbury (UK) 2005/11, Edinburgh Fringe (Scotland) 2006, Oerol  (Netherlands) 2007, Adelaide Fringe Festival 2007/12, Fremantle Street Arts Festival 2001, 2003, 2005, 2007, 2009 and one of her favourites Ana Desetnica, Slovenia 2006, 2012; has contracted with Black Swan Theatre’s  2008 production  ‘Jandamara’,  Artrage, 2001  festival director ‘Ether’,  friches théâtre urbain, Paris,  &  Tura New Music, and  so on. 

Von Ziarno has 20 years’ experience as a performing artist and artistic director specializing in festival and large-scale site-specific events written for ‘Country’. She is the architect and artistic director of Gascoyne in May, which includes five festivals and ten events across the isolated region of North West Australia, the ‘Gascoyne’. 

Contracting in international, community and corporate sectors as performer, curator, consultant and rigger, she is an accomplished teacher and producer of art, circus and festival. She considers herself to be a ‘Mid Wife’ to the Arts and has nurtured a diverse array of persons into their chosen creative fields. 

Von Ziarno is the training Gascoyne Team Leader of vertical rope rescue (DFES), is an advanced rigger, has her fork lift ticket, is a confidant scaffolder and has ten years’ experience curating and building large-scale festival events in the south west of Australia and the UK. She has successfully programmed for hundreds of community festivals and feels passionate about using the resources, strengths and talents of each community: Building capacity and securing vital, relevant and vibrant festivals and events while nourishing the festival industry. 

Von Ziarno was a founding member of the West Australian Circus School in Fremantle Western Australia; founded Gascoyne Circus and Physical Theatre INC, has lived in the Gascoyne for seven years and has in that time developed very strong relationships with the landscapes, culture and communities of the region.

She delights in devising new aerial works for celebrations of all sorts. 
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